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"Some follow trade and husbandry,

Keep flocks of goats in fold
They give and take in marriage,

and their daughters sell for gold".

(Jataka, 495; Cowell IV, p. 229)

In Bhuridatta Jataka (no. 543; Cowell VI, p. 110) we find
the stinging couplets :

''Doctrines and rules of their own, absurd and vain
Our sires imagined, wealth and power to gain
He who has eyes can see the sickening sight
"Why does not Brahma set his creatures right ?"

From such instances it would appear to some that the
Buddha himself wanted to 'set (Brahma's) creatures right*, and
that he was a social reformer. But that impression would be
wrong. Rhys Davids puts it aptly, when he says that the Buddha
was neither a political reformer nor one indifferent to the harsh-
ness of caste rules ("Dialogues", Part 1, p. 96). Oldenberg
writes : "Buddha's spirit was a stranger to that enthusiasm with-
out which no one can pose as the champion of the oppressed
against the oppressor... . Caste has no value for him, for every-
thing earthly has ceased to effect his interest; but it never
occurs to him to exercise his influence for its abolition or for
the mitigation of the severity of its rules for those who have
lagged behind in worldly surroundings."

(Buddha, pp. 153-154)

He did not have the 'burning enthusiasm for the earthly
kingdom so necessary for a social reformer* (Radhakrishnan,
Indian Philosophy, Vol. I, pp. 437-439).

In one sense, however, he was a reformer. He reformed the
Order of rishi-hood or arhat-hood, which was being equated
with priest-hood or the higher caste. His spiritual order or
sangha was the first of its kind in the world, and therefore, it is
significant that this Order became casteless. In the Uddalaka
Jataka (487) a beautiful verse says :